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Curtis Jones, Jr. is a Pastor, Entrepreneur, Community 

Advocate, and former City Councilman.  He earned his 

Bachelor’s degree in Political Science, with a minor in 

Theological Studies, from Thiel College in 1998. He continued his 

education at Gannon University where he completed the 

Leadership Erie program.  

Mr. Jones, Jr. began his career working at a non-profit 

organization that provided behavioral health services for children 

and their families. Since then he has spent 25 years 

professionally dedicated to serving youth and the entire Erie 

Community. He recently completed his 13th year on Erie City 

Council. When he was first elected in 2005, he was the second 

youngest person and the fourth Black person in Erie to be 

elected to City Council. 



He is the founder and Lead Pastor of Light Center 

Ministries. In 2019, he started his own business, CLJ Speaking & 

Consulting, LLC, a professional speaking and consulting 

company.  Curtis Jones, Jr. was on the Executive Committee for 

The Gathering for Justice, a national non-profit founded by Harry 

Belafonte, whose mission is to end child incarceration and 

disproportionality in the criminal justice system. Additionally, he 

has served on boards for both non-profit agencies and economic 

development organizations in Erie including: the Booker T. 

Washington Center, the Parade Street Community Center, and 

the Erie Economic Development Corporation.  While on the 

board of the Erie County General Authority and the Erie County 

Municipal Finance Authority, Mr. Jones, Jr. served as Chair.   

He is the father of four amazing and talented children. He 

continues to serve the Erie Community in a variety of ways. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CONCURRENT SESSIONS  
 

9:30 – 9:55 

 
PC3200 A Multiple Case Study of Natural Resource Practitioners - Research 

Process and Initial Findings 
Holly Best  

 

This presentation will provide an overview of my research as well as 

initial findings of my study: A Multiple Case Study of Natural 

Resource Practitioners Performing Invasive Plant Species Control.   

Findings focus on four invasive species plant practitioners 

performing invasive plant management within Great Lakes states. 

 

PC3201 Pens, Floppies, Letters, and Stuff: Negotiating Coolness and 

Nostalgia in Digital Aesthetics 

Shreelina Ghosh, Sophie Clark, Cassidy Cartwright, Sarah 

McLaughlin 

 

The earliest versions of computers which had to be booted with 

floppy disks and featured blinking texts on a black screen looked 

nothing like a paper and pencil text and the concept of “digital” was 

associated with a cold non-human interface. After multiple 

remediation of the digital across versions of the Web and hardware 

platforms, have we seen enough and is there a yearning for going 

back to the a form of the digital that aesthetically resembles the pre-

digital? In this presentation, we will look at three examples of 

transitioning of analog activities into a digital platform where the 

authors of the digital program attempt to make the digital experience 

as close to the analog experience as possible. 

 

PC3216   Leadership in College Radio 

 Chet LaPrice 

The many hundreds of noncommercial educational facilities at 

colleges and universities across the United States are unique 

learning tools and wonderfully diverse creative spaces for the 

students participating in their operation.  I will be presenting an 

overview of the history and culture of college radio, the success 

stories we have enjoyed at 90.5 WERG, and the literature search I 

have compiled regarding leadership in college radio.  The purpose 

of my study is to discover how faculty managers at college radio 

stations utilize leadership skills to guide and nurture student 

leadership development and build leadership capacity in students.   

 



10:00 – 10:25 

 
PC3200 Supporting the Emotional Health of Today's Students 

Jamie Marie Plaster 
 

The increased need to provide elementary students with the tools to 

navigate their emotions is at an all-time high, even prior to the 

pandemic of 2020 (Bracket, 2019).The implementation of a school-

wide social-emotional learning (SEL) curriculum as a part of 

positive behavior interventions and supports system (PBIS) may 

help students manage conflict, anxiety, and provide contrived 

situations to observe and practice positive human-to-human 

interactions. However, for an initiative like this to be successful, an 

intentional leader must support the integration and have buy-in from 

the teachers. This presentation invites educators and non-educators 

to learn about positive interventions and support systems as well as 

social-emotional learning and how the integration of the two could 

be the key to helping students “deal constructively” with their 

emotions.  

 

PC3201 Women Navigating the Leadership Labyrinth in Higher Education 

Alyson Eagle 
 

Women are forced to navigate many barriers while pursuing a 

leadership position. Despite women attaining more doctoral and 

master’s degrees, women are promoted to leadership less often and 

paid less than their male counterparts (Johnson, 2017).  Higher 

education institutions are no exception to this dilemma. Women 

hold significantly less university president positions but the majority 

of mid-level director roles. Eagly and Carli (2007) introduced the 

metaphor ‘labyrinth of leadership’ as a well-rounded image of what 

women confront within their professional endeavors. This 

presentation will discuss a proposed study to explore the 

experiences of women who successfully navigated the labyrinth and 

hold senior leadership positions at public higher education 

institutions.  

  

PC3216 OER and GU: What, Why, When, Where, and How behind open 

educational resources 

Emmett Lombard 

 

This presentation describes OER (Open Educational Resources) 

importance, and when, where, how to implement.  Although my 

experience is Gannon, I can also address OER as applies to other 

institutions.  



10:30 – 10:55 

 

PC3200  Leadership Development Processes in Higher Education Student 

Affairs Leaders 

Matthew Platz 

 

This presentation will focus on the leadership development process 

of those who currently serve in leadership positions in the division 

of student life at institutions of higher education. The study will use 

the theoretical lens developed by Day and Antonakis in regards to 

leadership development. They have found three ways leaders are 

developed. These include, leader identity construction, goal 

orientation and adult development process. 

 

PC3201  Mindfulness-Based Practices in High-Stress Environments 

  Alexa Palilla 

 

For this session, I wish to discuss my current research and studies on 

mindfulness-based practices in high-stress environments. 

Mindfulness includes being present in the current moment and doing 

the "inner" work to help with the stress of "outer" affairs. 

Particularly, I would like to conduct an overview of my findings in 

my literature review and discuss mindfulness-based practices. 

Mindfulness is a current "buzz word" in today's culture, but it is 

something that has been practiced for many years - dating back 

thousands of years in eastern culture. 

 

 

PC3216  Building Youth Leadership Capacity   

Sonia K. Emanuel 

 

This presentation will discuss the findings of a case study on youth 

leadership. The focus of discussion will be the textured perspective 

of youth participating in an extracurricular youth leadership 

development program during the dual pandemic. Challenges of 

youth connecting on-line, and issues with mental health will be 

addressed.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



11:00 – 11:25 

 

PC3200 Requests for Change: Museums and the Issue of Undocumented 

Artifacts 

Lauren Vargo, Suzanne Richard 

 

All artifacts have varying routes from their origin to the museums 

where they are showcased. However, not every artifact has a 

documented journey. Many have unknown origins, making it 

difficult to distinguish their culture or original location (Pagani, par. 

6). The inability to prove an artifact’s origin could result in 

repatriation. Repatriation is the act of returning cultural artifacts to 

their country of origin (Hodge, par. 5). The subject of repatriation is 

saturated with complex questions regarding if museums must 

repatriate artifacts with no documented original provenance or 

means of acquisition.  
 

PC3201  Connecting Passion and Research: The Path to Entering 

Undergraduate Research 

  Annalina Reis 
 

Research is essential to continue the growth and evolution of an 

ever-changing society. It is often thought that undergraduate 

students lack the skills and knowledge needed to perform research. 

Research provides an outlet for students to explore industry 

problems and generate creative solutions.  This presentation will 

explore the benefits of undergraduate research by using a personal 

story of how a college student connected her love of horses and her 

studies of ergonomics to create life changing opportunities. 

 

PC3216  Lead for the Love of Language Learning 

  Mariana Syrotiak 

 

For many students the language of study - which is other language 

than their own - is English. United States universities, in order to 

attract or support (or both) international students, built English 

language programs – known as Intensive English Programs - IEPs, 

where students receive language preparation for academic study. 

This presentation aims to familiarize the audience with the concept 

of the intensive English Programs, and their roles, as well as their 

perception within the university in general, and the role of 

leadership, as it has to do with visibility, validity, and voice.  

 

 



11:30 – 11:55 

 

PC3200 Reinventing Right Now By Increasing Leadership and Inclusion in 

the Counseling Profession: Inclusive Considerations for Working 

with BIPOC LGBTQIA+ Clients 

Lucy Parker-Barnes, Noel McKillip, Carolyn Powell 

 

Advocacy involves various aspects, such as legal, ethical, and 

inclusive leadership theory and integration. One inclusive leadership 

theory that is currently gaining attention in the counseling 

profession is the Socially Just and Culturally Responsive Counseling 

Leadership Model (SJCRCLM) (Peters & Luke, 2021). The 

SJCRCLM will be described in this presentation along with ways to 

apply the SJCRCLM to LGBTQIA+ and BIPOC communities. 

Ethical and legal aspects related to the SJCRCLM and 

underrepresented communities will also be a significant portion of 

this presentation.  

 

PC3201 Challenges of Small Rural School Superintendents in New York  

Danielle J. Cook 

 

Small rural schools have undergone significant population decline 

and a push towards consolidation. In New York State, 

consolidations have been a political focus to offer students broader 

educational opportunity, lower taxes, gain state aid for improved 

facilities, better utilize staff members, and broaden co-curricular 

activities (Pryor, 1993). The presenter wishes to contribute to the 

literature further by replicating Miller’s (2017) study on rural 

Nebraska to examine the challenges and changes affecting the rural 

schools in New York State.  

 

PC3216  The Experiences of Black Male Community Leaders  

  Jeanette Redenius, Curtis Jones, Jr.  

 

The field of leadership studies continues to marginalize research 

regarding the impact of race on leadership and followership. This 

presentation will focus on findings from a recent study to describe 

and understand how Black, male community leaders arrive at, 

conceptualize, enact, and contextualize their leadership.  Themes 

emerged regarding the path to leadership, common experiences 

among the Black male community leaders, strategies the leaders 

used to enact leadership in the context of race and the purpose of 

leadership. 

 
 



12:00 – 12:25 
 

PC3200  Fish Leadership  

  Scott Coughenour, Jeanette Redenius 
 

Fish Leadership is back and is more fascinating than ever before!  

This presentation will focus on recent studies about fish leadership 

and will analyze how this research relates to leadership theories and 

models.  Is boldness in three-spined sticklebacks associated with 

leadership? What about sociability? And how does this relate to 

leadership studies? Come to this presentation to find out the answers 

to these pressing questions!  This is a presentation you don’t want to 

miss! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Presenters 
 

Holly L. Best, M.A. Holly has worked for the Pennsylvania Department of 

Conservation and Natural Resources since 1998 and held positions at several locations 

throughout the state.  Prior to coming to Presque Isle in 2007, Holly worked as a 

Seasonal Interpretive Ranger, a Seasonal and Full-Time Environmental Educator, and 

as a Park Manager at other locations.  She received her B.S. degree from Slippery 

Rock University in Parks and Recreation (1998), and her M.A. degree from Central 

Michigan University in Park Administration (2000). best012@gannon.edu 

 

Danielle J. Cook, Ed.S.  Danielle is a Superintendent at Randolph Academy, located 

in Western N.Y. She attends Gannon University as a doctoral student in the 

Organizational Learning and Leadership program. Her background is in School 

Psychology and School Building and District Leadership. She resides in Warren, P.A. 

and enjoys spending time with her husband and three children. cook105@gannon.edu 

 

Scott Coughenour, M.S.  Scott is Administrator of Operations for Erie County Office 

of Children and Youth. His research interests include juvenile delinquency, Adverse 

Childhood Experiences (ACES) in relation to the effects of childhood trauma on 

juvenile delinquency, specifically in regard to adolescent-limited delinquency versus 

lifetime-persistent delinquency. scoughenour@eriecountypa.gov 

 

Allyson Eagle LPC, M.S., NCC Alyson "Aly" Eagle is the Manager for Campus 

Health Initiatives at Gannon University. Currently, Aly prioritizes her time focused on 

the mitigation of COVID-19 on-campus. Aly works collaboratively with students, 

faculty, and staff to remain in compliance with Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) and Erie County Department of Health (DOH) guidelines to ensure 

the safety of the Gannon community. Prior to this role, Aly served as a Staff Therapist 

in Gannon University’s Counseling Center for 4 years. She worked tirelessly to 

support our students’ mental health needs including hosting events to raise awareness 

and prevention of suicide. Outside of work, she co-leads a Dream Weavers – Erie 

women’s group focused on building community and supporting one another to achieve 

their goals and aspirations.  Aly received her Bachelor of Arts in Psychology from 

Penn State Erie, The Behrend College. She is a proud Gannon alumna, who graduated 

from the Clinical Mental Health Counseling Master’s program in December of 2015. 

Currently, Aly is pursuing her doctorate from Gannon University in Organizational 

Learning and Leadership. eagle002@gannon.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sonia Emmanuel M.Ed. Sonia is a PhD candidate in the Organizational Learning and 

Leadership program at Gannon University.  Her highest priority is being the best 

mother she can be for my two teenage boys. She has dedicated her career to advance 

behavior clinicians in the best practices of applied behavior analysis and help young 

people learn positive behavior patterns. She is a lifelong learner and know that God’s 

not finished with her yet! rios001@gannon.edu 

 

Shreelina Ghosh Ph.D. Shreelina is an Assistant Professor of English at Gannon 

University. She is presenting with her students:  Sophie Clark Cassidy Cartwright and 

Sarah McLaughlin ghosh002@gannon.edu,; clark143@gannon.edu;  

cartwrig003@gannon.edu; mclaughl043@gannon.edu 

 

Chet LaPrice M.B.A. With now more than 30 years of experience in the broadcasting 

industry, Chet LaPrice began his radio career at WLKK Lake Country 1400 (now JET 

Radio 1400) while still a student at Gannon in 1989, and then pulled weekend 

overnights at the old K-104 (now Star 104) in 1990-91.  Chet began working at 

WXTA Country 98 (now 97-9 Nash-FM) his senior year which turned into a full-time 

job after graduation.  Chet ran the midday show--including the All-Request Country 

Lunch--from 1993-2000, and was WXTA's Music Director from 1995-2001.  After 

leaving WXTA, Chet spent a year as on Active Rock station Planet Radio 93-9 (now 

93-9 The Wolf).   In August of 2002, Chet became Operations Manager at WERG-FM 

at Gannon University. In 2022, 90.5 WERG is celebrating its fiftieth year on the air.  

The station was named Best College Radio Station in America in 2014 and again in 

2021.  laprice002@gannon.edu 

 

 

Emmett Lombard, M.S., M.A., Ph.D.. Emmett is a librarian and instructor at 

Gannon.  He has a multidisciplinary educational background, and has done significant 

research on OER.lombard002@gannon.edu 

 

Noel McKillip M.A., LCDC (TX), LPCC (CO), LPC Associate (TX), NCC Noel 

graduated with a BA in English and Psychology and a MA in Elementary Curriculum 

& Instruction from the University of Denver. She graduated with a MA in Clinical 

Mental Health Counseling in Spring 2021 from Northwestern University with a 

specialization in child and adolescent treatment. Noel is a member of a Stress and 

Cognition Lab and a Neuroscience Integration Labh and is active in her role as a 

clinician and researcher. Noel has an integrated psychodynamic-informed perspective 

and works with clients using eclectic treatment modalities. Noel’s interests include the 

impact of trauma across the lifespan and integrating treatment for children and 

adolescents across education and mental health systems. 
noelmckillip2021@u.northwestern.edu 

 

 

 

 



Alexa Palilla, M.Ed. Alexa is currently a PhD student in the OLL program at Gannon 

University. She has a bachelor's degree in English and a master's degree in special 

education. She holds certifications in Children's Yoga, Yoga Anatomy, 200-Hour 

Multi-Style Yoga, and a 20-hour Mindfulness Certificate. She has completed 

coursework through Yale University on the Science of Well-Being. She works 

currently as an insurance professional, an adjunct professor at Gannon University, and 

a yoga teacher. palilla002@gannon.edu 

 

 

Lucy Parker-Barnes Ph.D, LPC, CCMHC, NCC Lucy is an Assistant Professor at 

Gannon University, Clinical Lecturer at Northwestern University, and practicing 

Licensed Professional Counselor. Dr. Parker-Barnes has worked with various clients, 

specifi cally in various crisis settings. Dr. Parker-Barnes has also recently worked with 

a variety of clients who are also counselors through her current telehealth private 

practice. Dr. Parker-Barnes has also taught a variety of counseling courses to 

counselors and counselors-in-training, including Appraisal in Counseling, Professional 

Identity in Counseling, Helping Relationships, Crisis Counseling, Advanced Trauma 

Skills with Children in Counseling, Multicultural Counseling, Theories in Counseling, 

and varying workshops for licensed counselors in Erie, Pennsylvania. Dr. Parker-

Barnes also enjoys using creative counseling approaches with clients, including clients 

who are counselors, in her sessions. She is also a member of the American Counseling 

Association, the Pennsylvania Counseling Association, the Association for Counselor 

Education and Supervision, the Association of Humanistic Counseling, the 

Association for Creativity in Counseling, Counselors for Social Justice, and others. 
parkerba001@gannon.edu 

 

 

Jamie Plaster M.S., M.Ed. Jamie has worked for over twenty years with teachers, 

administrators, and students by integrating technology into classrooms, schools, 

districts, and universities. Her skills have helped teachers and administrators make the 

best use of technology to differentiate, engage, and make connections with their 

students. For many years she also supported students with their assistive technology 

needs.  She is currently an assistant principal at an elementary school in Erie, Pa.  In 

addition to her daily instructional leadership duties, she continues to support students 

and teachers with technology and is a team member of the school's positive behavior 

interventions and supports (PBIS) team, and helps to lead the integration of a social-

emotional learning (SEL) curriculum. Her love for learning led to her to enroll in 

Gannon University's Organizational Learning and Leadership doctoral program in 

2019. Her primary area of research is PBIS and SEL. She also has earned a Masters of 

Education and Principal Certification from Edinboro University, and a Masters of 

Science with an Instructional Technology Certificate from Clarion University. 
plaster002@gannon.edu 

 

 

 



 

Matthew Platz M.S. Matthew is a current dissertation student in the OLL program at 

Gannon University. He is studying the leadership development process of those who 

have attained leadership positions in student life at institutions of higher education. 

Matthew spent nearly 17 years working in higher education and remains interested in 

helping the younger population of Erie, Pennsylvania succeed. He is currently 

employed by the Multicultural Community Resource Center as the Director of 

Refugee Social Services. platz007@gannon.edu 

 

 

 

Carolyn Powell MA, LCMHC-A (NC)  Carolyn is a Master’s level Clinical Mental 

Health Counselor from Northwestern University. She currently is based out of 

Charlotte, NC as an intern at a private practice called Reaching Resolution, where she 

will continue to work full-time after graduation. Carolyn specializes in child and 

adolescent mental health counseling. She off ers services to childrenand teens who 

struggle with anxiety, depression, self-esteem, or difficulty managing anger or other 

emotions. She also works with children, teens, adults, and families who have 

experienced separation or divorce, and helping reunify children with parents when the 

relationship has been strained. Currently she is in the beginning stages of training for 

Parent-Child Interaction Therapy (PCIT) to help facilitate a more positive relationship 

within family systems. She has a strong interest in working with teens that are 

experiencing issues in body image and how they view themselves. This passion dives 

into how individuals relate to their sense of self, both psychologically and physically. 

carolynpowell2020@u.northwestern.edu 

 

Jeanette Redenius, Ph.D., LSW  Jen received her PhD from Gannon University's 

Organizational Learning and Leadership Program.  She is also a licensed social 

worker. Her research interests include leadership in marginalized populations, Black 

male leadership, emergent leadership, and leaders who are cultural brokers. 
jenr2010@gmail.com 

 

 

Annalina Reis Annalina is an undergraduate student at Gannon University studying 

Industrial Engineering. She has an interest in ergonomics, with a focus on applying 

this knowledge to horse farms. She grew up riding and showing Morgan horses and 

owns a horse named Nova. She enjoys finding ways to connect what she learns in the 

classroom to real life scenarios. reis002@gannon.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Suzanne Richard, Ph.D. Suzanne is a professor in the History & Archaeology 

department and the Theology department at Gannon.  She directs the Collins Institute 

for Archaeological Research as well as the Archaeology Museum Gallery.  She is an 

archaeologist and well-known scholar who has directed the Khirbat Iskandar 

Archaeological Excavation, Jordan, for over 30 years.  She is also co-director of 

several major projects focused on cultural heritage preservation in Jordan.  She is 

presenting with her student, and museum assistant, Lauren Vargo.  

richard002@gannon.edu; vargo010@gannon.edu 

 

 

Mariana Palade Syrotiak, M.A., MAT Mariana is the director of English Language 

and Global Training at Gannon University, and a dissertation student in the 

Organizational Learning and Leadership program. Mariana has a Masters Degree in 

Intercultural Service, Leadership and Management, as well as a Masters Degree in 

Teaching English as a Second Language from the School for International Training. 

syrotiak001@gannon.edu 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! 
 

The 2022 CHESS Humanities & Leadership Conference would not be possible 

without the voluntary contributions of time and energy from the following:  

 

 

Bari-Lynn Abatta – Department Administrative Assistant 

Danielle Cook – Graduate Assistant 

Jeff Rozier – Graduate Assistant  

 

OLL Faculty 

William Hallock, Ed.D. – Program Chair 

Phelecia Udoko, Ph.D. – Assistant Professor 

Tania Reis, Ph.D. – Associate Professor  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


